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Valerie has been in private practice as a barrister for more than 20 years and
previously worked in insurance and government roles.

Valerie’s practice is principally in insurance and related fields. She
specialises in life insurance and superannuation (particularly TPD and income
protection claims), general insurance and government liability.

She has substantial experience in advising on statutory construction,
particularly relating to statutory insurance schemes and the regulation of
insurance and insurers. She regularly acts for insureds and beneficiaries,
superannuation trustees, major insurers and financial institutions, brokers and
statutory corporations and other government entities.

Valerie has advised and appeared on issues arising in

* total and permanent disability (TPD), income protection, trauma and
group insurance

* death benefits

* public and broadform liability, CTP, professional indemnity, fire and
commercial risks, product liability and D & O policies

» statutory caps on liability

* judicial review of administrative action

» state and commonwealth statutory superannuation

* complex psychiatric claims

* fraudulent claims

* fraud on superannuation trustees

* claims analysis and management strategies suitable for
superannuation trustees

* liability of financial advisors.

Valerie has recently appeared in the Royal Commission into Trade Union
Governance and Corruption in respect of the unauthorised disclosure of
personal information by a regulated superannuation fund.
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