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She has also appeared in numerous sentencing, bail and appeal proceedings.

Shawanah has 13 years of extensive advocacy experience through her roles as a Solicitor
Advocate at the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions in ACT, NT and NSW and the
Central Australian Aboriginal Legal Aid Service in NT.

Prior to coming to the bar, Shawanah conducted over two dozen trials, the majority being jury
trials for serious violence, sexual and drug offences, and often involving complex issues about
admissibility of evidence, expert evidence, mental health and other defences, and applications
for severance and permanent stay.

LIST OF TRIALS

RvIJW 8. Rv Christopher 15. RvGH 22. RvX
(2012, ACT Supreme Campion (2018, NT Supreme (2020, NSW District
Court): (2017, NT Supreme Court): Court):
Assault occasioning Court): Historical child sexual Sexual intercourse
actual bodily harmin Aggravated robbery. offences; multiple without consent.
domestic violence Jury trial. Successful complainants. Jury trial. Jury trial. Leading of
context. Judge-alone challenge to claim of Successful challenges expert medical
trial. right defence. to pre-trial applications evidence.

for exclusion of

evidence, severance

and permanent stay

applications. Successful

application to adduce

tendency evidence.

Cross-examination of

expert psychologist.
RvTM 9. Rv Bruce Johnson 16. R v Baden Flash 23. R v Younis
(2013, ACT Supreme (2017, NT Supreme (2018, NT Supreme (2020, NSW District
Court): Court): Court): Court):
Act of indecency on Assault occasioning [Junior Counsel] Murder. Drug supply
child under 10. Jury actual bodily harm. Jury trial. offences. Judge-
trial. Pre-recorded Jury trial. Leading of alone trial.
evidence hearing expert medical Successful
conducted of child evidence. Successful challenge to mental
complainant. challenge to self- impairment defence.

defence. Extensive analysis of
surveillance
evidence.

RvBW 10. RVvHD 17. R v Anthony Cox 24. RvMcMahon
(2014, NT Supreme (2018, NT Supreme (2019, NSW District (2020, 2021, NSW
Court): Court): Court): District Court):

Act of gross
indecency. Jury trial.

Sexual intercourse
without consent. Jury

Drug supply and
possession. Jury trial.
Leading of expert

Sexual intercourse
without consent.
Jury trial. Leading of
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Cross-examination

trial. Leading of expert

pharmacological

expert medical

Possess commercial

Jury trial.

quantity of cannabis.

Sexual intercourse
without consent. Jury
trial. Leading of expert
DNA evidence.

Drug supply offences.
Judge-alone trial.
Successful challenges
to stay application and
s 138 Evidence Act
application to exclude
evidence.

of counsellor. medical evidence. evidence. evidence.

4. | RvGW 11. R v Matthew Korner 18. RvR 25. RvL
(2015, NT Supreme (2018, NT Supreme (2019, NSW District (2021, NSW District
Court): Court): Court): Court):

Indecent dealings Supply traffickable Sexual intercourse Sexual intercourse
with child under 16. quantity of without consent. Jury without consent.
Jury trial. Pre- methamphetamine. trial. Jury trial. Successful
recorded evidence Jury trial. Successful s 38 Evidence Act
hearing conducted challenge to defence application to cross-
of child of mental impairment. examine witnesses.
complainant. Cross-examination of

Successful pre-trial expert psychologist.

application for

exclusion of police

interview and for

suppression orders.

5. | RvLawrence 12. RvLN 19. RvS 26. R v Peralta Montes
Brumby (2018, NT Supreme (2019, NSW District (2021, NSW District
(2016, NT Supreme Court): Court): Court):

Court): Act of indecency on Drug supply offences. Aggravated sexual
Sexualintercourse child under 10. Jury Jury trial. Numerous pre- offences and pervert
without consent. trial. Pre-recorded trial applications the course of justice
Jury trial. Successful evidence of child pursuant to ss 38, 87, offences. Jury trial.
pre-trial application complainant and 138 Evidence Act. Successful
to exclude CCTV conducted Extensive analysis of challenges to
evidence. Cross- surveillance evidence. severance
examination of DNA application and
expert witness. application to
exclude police
interview. Cross-
examination of
expert pharmacist.

6. | RviD 18. R v Guy Sultan 20. RvLuong 27. Rv Gonzalez
(2017, NT Supreme (2018, NT Supreme (2020, NSW District (2021, NSW District
Court): Court): Court): Court):
Sexualintercourse Supply traffickable Wound with intent to Intentionally cause
without consent. quantity of cannabis. murder. Special hearing; grievous bodily
Jury trial. Successful Jury trial. judge-alone. harm. Jury trial.

s 38 Evidence Act Basha inquiries
applications to conducted. Leading
cross-examine of expert medical
witnesses. evidence.

7. | RvJohn Paton 14. RvTW 21. R v Thomson
(2017, NT Supreme (2018, NT Supreme (2020, NSW District
Court): Court): Court):




Shawanah Tasneem
Curriculum Vitae

2025
2012
2007
2007
2005

2022 - 2025

2019 -2022

2018 -2019

2017 -2018

ADMISSIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS

Called to the NSW Bar

Master of Laws (Criminal Prosecutions) with Distinction, University of Wollongong
Admitted as a Solicitor to the ACT Supreme Court

Graduate Diploma in Legal Practice, Australian National University

Bachelors Degree (Honours) in Law and Arts (International Relations), Australian
National University

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Principal Lawyer, Judicial Commission of NSW

e Researching and drafting of content for the Criminal Trial Courts Bench Book

e Research and drafting of case digests and commentaries for the Judicial
Information and Research System (JIRS)

Solicitor Advocate, Office of the NSW Director of Public Prosecutions

e Conducting jury and judge-alone trials and special hearings in the NSW
District Court for serious indictable offences

e Conducting sentencing proceedings and responding to bail applications in
the NSW District Court

e Conducting charge certification and case conferencing under the Early
Appropriate Guilty Plea (EAGP) system

Senior Solicitor, NSW Crown Solicitor’s Office

e Preparing briefs, drafting solicitor observations, and instructing counsel in
applications under the Crimes (High Risk Offenders) Act 2006 and Terrorism
(High Risk Offenders) Act 2017

o Preparing briefs, drafting solicitor observations, and instructing counsel in
regulatory prosecutions and appeals

Crown Prosecutor, Office of the NT Director of Public Prosecutions

e Conducting jury and judge-alone trials and special hearings in the NT
Supreme Court for serious indictable offences
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e Conducting appeals and sentencing proceedings in the NT Supreme Court

e Conducting defended hearings in the NT Local Court and Youth Justice Court

2013-2016 Trial Advocate, Central Australian Aboriginal Legal Aid Service

2009 -2013

2009

2008

2006 - 2007

e Defending First Nations clients in jury and judge-alone trials in the NT
Supreme Court for serious indictable offences

e Conducting pleas in mitigation and appeals on behalf of clients in the NT
Supreme Court

e Conducting bail applications, contested committals and defended hearings
inthe NT Local Court and Youth Justice Court

Prosecutor, Office of the ACT Director of Public Prosecutions

e Conducting sentence and appeal proceedings in the ACT Supreme Court

e Conducting defended hearings, sentencing and bail proceedings in the ACT
Magistrates and Childrens Court

e Conducting sentence proceedings in the Indigenous Circle Sentencing Court

Legal Officer, National Security Section, Commonwealth Attorney-General’s
Department

Researching and drafting policy advice on national security measures
Consultant, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (Jakarta, Indonesia)

e Project manager for judicial capacity building initiatives
e Research officer for core project proposals

Legal Officer, Counter-Terrorism Section, Commonwealth Attorney-
General’s Department

Researching and preparing policy advice on development of terrorism offences
and proscription of terrorist organisations



